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Now I know what i t must be l i k e on F r i d a y n i g h t on High 
S t r e e t . (Applause) I'm g l a d the d e n t i s t s are with us today. 
(Applause) T h i s kind of d i g n i t y i s what one expects from a 
g r e a t u n i v e r s i t y . (Laughter) 
P r e s i d e n t Enarson, Chairman James, D i s t i n g u i s h e d t r u s t e e s , 
f e l l o w r e c i p i e n t s of honorary degrees, and e s p e c i a l l y the honored 
graduates of the c l a s s of 1979, your f a m i l i e s and f r i e n d s : 
i t i s a p r i v i l e g e and an honor t o be p e r m i t t e d to address 
the g r a d u a t i n g c l a s s of what i s t r u l y one of the g r e a t e s t u n i v e r s i t i e s 
on e a r t h today. (Applause) 
As a product of our own la n d grant u n i v e r s i t y i n my 
own s t a t e of Minnesota, I know what these m a g n i f i c e n t i n s t i t u t i o n s of 
higher e d u c a t i o n have meant to the l i v e s o f every one of the 
graduates today, and to the l i v e s of thousands and thousands 
o f c i t i z e n s o f t h i s s t a t e , of t h i s c o u n t r y , and l i t e r a l l y o f 
the world. 
When P r e s i d e n t L i n c o l n signed the Land Grant Act, h i s 
purpose was t o bestow the b l e s s i n g s of l e a r n i n g on a l l people. 
Here a t Columbus, you have f u l f i l l e d t h a t purpose. For t h i s 
campus i s as open and as f r e e as the p r a i r i e s of Ohio. More 
black Ph.D.s graduate from t h i s u n i v e r s i t y than from any other 
i n the n a t i o n . For g e n e r a t i o n s of s t u d e n t s , r i c h and poor 
a l i k e , o l d and young a l i k e , t h i s u n i v e r s i t y has opened t h e i r 
minds to the wonders of knowledge and the c h a l l e n g e s of the 
f u t u r e . 
And t h i s morning, very b r i e f l y , I would l i k e to speak 
about one of those c h a l l e n g e s . I have been p r i v i l e g e d to serve 
i n p u b l i c l i f e now f o r n e a r l y two decades. I've been i n p o l i t i c a l 
l i f e f o r n e a r l y 3 decades. And i f you ask me what concerns 
me most about the l i f e t h a t our c h i l d r e n and our g r a n d c h i l d r e n 
w i l l l i v e , what s i n g l e i s s u e was most troublesome, I would not 
have the s l i g h t e s t d i f f i c u l t y i n i d e n t i f y i n g i t . What I f e a r 
above a l l , and what I t h i n k most Americans f e a r , i s t h a t the 
world w i l l i n s a n e l y r e s o r t t o the use of n u c l e a r weaponry. 
No other danger j e o p a r d i z e s so c o m p l e t e l y the l e g a c y of our 
c i v i l i z a t i o n . No other p e r i l t h r e a t e n s to t r i v i a l i z e so u t t e r l y 
the hopes and dreams symbolized by t h i s commencement. 
There i s t r a v e l i n g around our n a t i o n today an e x h i b i t 
t h a t d i s p l a y s the t r e a s u r e s t h a t have been excavated from the 
r u i n s of Pompeii. Hundreds of thousands of Americans have been 
drawn i n t e r r i b l e f a s c i n a t i o n to the r e l i c s o f t h a t d i s a s t e r : 
the c h i l d w i t h h i s dog, the merchant i n h i s s t o r e , the t a b l e 
s e t f o r b r e a k f a s t — a l l f r o z e n i n time by the e r u p t i o n of 
Mount V e s u v i u s . 
More than the c u r i o s i t y of Roman l i f e and a r t has made 
th a t s t o r y so c o m p e l l i n g . For what touches deep chords i n us 
i s the t o t a l i t y of the d i s a s t e r : i t s suddenness, i t s power » 
i t s a b i l i t y t o d e s t r o y i n a few moments the works o f c e n t u r i e s . 
For us, Pompeii i s a d i s t a n t m i r r o r . For we, too, l i v e 
i n the v o l c a n o ' s shadow. But u n l i k e a v o l c a n o , n u c l e a r weapons 
are b u i l t by n a t i o n s . And u n l i k e a v o l c a n o , the power t o reduce 
t h a t r i s k l i e s i n human hands. 
When we speak the j a r g o n of throw-weights and 
t e l e m e t r y , we sometimes f o r g e t what i t c o u l d r e a l l y mean i f 
i t happened. Let me g i v e you one example — not to s c a r e you, 
but to remind us a l l of what would happen i f a s i n g l e n u c l e a r 
warhead exploded over the Oval on t h i s campus. 
F i r s t , t here would be a b l i n d i n g f l a s h of l i g h t , and 
temperatures would r i s e to s e v e r a l times the heat of the sun. 
The e n t i r e U n i v e r s i t y would v a n i s h . Every s t r u c t u r e w i t h i n 
a m i l e and a h a l f would be f l a t t e n e d . Cars would v a p o r i z e ; 
huge b o u l d e r s would be wrenched a l o f t and turned i n t o r a d i o a c t i v e 
dust. T h i s e n t i r e campus and i t s 50,000 students would cease 
to e x i s t . A f t e r the b l a s t , winds of 300 mph would d e s t r o y the 
S t a t e C a p i t o l b u i l d i n g s ; c l o t h i n g would spontaneously c a t c h 
f i r e . And flames would spread beyond the Columbus A i r p o r t . 
And anyone i n the open would s u f f e r 3rd degree burns. 
And f a r t h e r away, as f a r as Canton, r a d i o a c t i v i t y would 
f i l l the a i r . T h i s i s j u s t one warhead on one m i s s i l e from 
the S o v i e t Union. And we can do the same t o the S o v i e t s . 
That h o r r o r must never o c c u r . We must work c e a s e l e s s l y 
to make sure t h a t t h i s c o u l d never happen here, or anywhere 
on e a r t h . And t h a t i s the reason t h a t the P r e s i d e n t of the 
United S t a t e s i s going to Vienna next week to s i g n a long-overdue 
and a r d u o u s l y and c a r e f u l l y n e g o t i a t e d t r e a t y t o put a c e i l i n g 
and a l i m i t on the h o r r o r s o f e v e r - r i s i n g n u c l e a r deployment 
on t h i s e a r t h . (Applause) 
Now i n t h i s g r e a t debate, which w i l l take p l a c e and should 
take p l a c e , we w i l l be p r e s e n t e d , i n my o p i n i o n , with s e v e r a l 
bad q u e s t i o n s t h a t need to be a n a l y z e d . The f i r s t i s t h i s : 
American power, i t i s s a i d , has d e c l i n e d . We are now #2. 
Why should we s i g n a t r e a t y t h a t c o d i f i e s our i n f e r i o r i t y ? 
But t o ask t h a t q u e s t i o n i s t o b e l i e v e a p r o f o u n d l y 
i n a c c u r a t e premise. I can s t a t e without any doubt t h a t I s t a t e 
i t c o r r e c t l y , t h a t e c o n o m i c a l l y and p o l i t i c a l l y and m i l i t a r i l y 
and s o c i a l l y the U n i t e d S t a t e s i s the s t r o n g e s t n a t i o n on e a r t h , 
and i t w i l l remain so. (Applause) 
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Our defenses are unsurpassed, our w i l l t o r e s i s t i s f i r m . 
Let me g i v e you j u s t one example of the massive power t h a t we, 
possess. Each warhead on one o f our Poseidon m i s s i l e s i s twice 
as d e s t r u c t i v e as the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. One Poseidon submarine c a r r i e s more than 140 of 
these warheads. And each Poseidon can d e l i v e r more d e s t r u c t i v e 
f o r c e — each Poseidon — than a l l the bombs that were dropped 
i n World War XI. We have 31 such submarines, and they c a r r y 
o n l y a p o r t i o n of our 20,000 n u c l e a r weapons. 
To those who say we are too weak, I'd l i k e t o ask t h i s : 
How much power do we need? How many m i l l i o n s of people do we 
have to d e s t r o y more than once? The f a c t i s t h a t bur n a t i o n 
i s s trong and w i l l remain s t r o n g . And what we need now i s the 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n and the w i l l to put a cap on the madness of the 
e v e r - r i s i n g n u c l e a r war race t h a t w i l l take p l a c e i n the absence 
of t h a t t r e a t y . (Applause) 
The next bad q u e s t i o n I hear i s t h i s : the Russians are 
our enemies. Why should we g i v e them t h i s t r e a t y ? 
T h i s t r e a t y i s not a g i f t to the S o v i e t Union. We are 
s i g n i n g i t because i t serves our n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t . We're not 
doing i t as a favor t o them; t h i s agreement i s i n our i n t e r e s t s . 
I t doesn't weaken us, i t strengthens us. 
The t h i r d q u e s t i o n i s , why should we t r u s t the Russians 
to l i v e up to that agreement? 
The f a c t i s t h a t t h i s t r e a t y i s not based at a l l on t r u s t . 
I t i s based on the hard-nosed r e a l i t y o f s u s p i c i o n . The language 
of t h i s t r e a t y i s not so p o l i t e as to ignore the sad l e s s o n s 
of h i s t o r y . Our a b i l i t y to v e r i f y t h i s t r e a t y i s unquestioned. 
So l e t us ask a few good q u e s t i o n s about SALT. W i l l 
i t s t a l l the arms race? The answer i s t h a t i t w i l l . I t p l a c e s 
important l i m i t s on m i s s i l e s , bombers, weapons, warheads and 
new systems. I t r e q u i r e s the S o v i e t Union to d i s m a n t l e 250 
of t h e i r p r e s e n t long-range m i s s i l e s . 
Does i t make us more secure? I t w i l l . By s t a l l i n g the 
arms r a c e , i t s t a b i l i z e s the s t r a t e g i c balance. By s u s t a i n i n g 
the r u l e s of v e r i f i c a t i o n , i t b l o c k s c h e a t i n g and camouflage. 
By capping warhead t o t a l s , i t l e s s e n s the l i k e l i h o o d of n u c l e a r 
war. By f o r g i n g the l i n k o f mutual i n t e r e s t with the S o v i e t 
Union, i t c o n t r i b u t e s to new paths o f d e t e n t e . By slowing the 
arms r a c e , i t t e l l s other n a t i o n s t h a t we are r e s p o n s i b l e and 
mean b u s i n e s s i n our o p p o s i t i o n t o n u c l e a r p r o l i f e r a t i o n . 
And f i n a l l y , what happens i f we f a i l t o r a t i f y t h i s t r e a t y ? 
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As we meet here today, there are many, many s o - c a l l e d 
t h r e s h o l d n a t i o n s who are w i t h i n a very s h o r t d i s t a n c e o f dev e l o p i n g 
t h e i r own n u c l e a r weapons. We are urgin g them not to r e s o r t 
t o n u c l e a r weaponry, to t r u s t us, to f o l l o w our moral l e a d e r s h i p . 
I f we are unable, as the l a r g e s t holder o f nuclear weaponry 
i n the world, to r a t i f y t h i s reasonable r e s t r a i n t on our own 
power, how on e a r t h are we going to e x e r c i s e moral l e a d e r s h i p 
with these n a t i o n s and ask them t o cease and r e s i s t ? 
Ten y e a r s ago, one of the f i n e s t p roducts o f a land g r a n t 
u n i v e r s i t y and a beloved f r i e n d o f mine, Hubert Humphrey, s a i d 
t h i s : "Nuclear power has p l a c e d i n t o the hands of men the power 
to d e s t r o y a l l t h a t man has c r e a t e d . Only r e s p o n s i b l e statesmen 
who p e r c e i v e t h a t perseverance i n the p u r s u i t o f peace i s not 
cowardice, but courage; that r e s t r a i n t i n the use of f o r c e i s 
not weakness, but wisdom, can prevent i n t e r n a t i o n a l r i v a l r i e s 
from l e a d i n g t o an i n c i n e r a t e d world." 
L e t us summon today, as a n a t i o n , the statesmanship and 
wisdom o f Hubert Humphrey and pursue the course o f peace. 
Thank you very much. (Applause) 
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